
The Continuation of Bishop Douglas Deshotel ‘s recent implementation of a new policy in the Diocese of 
Lafayette regarding the celebration of Mass in funeral homes is printed here:  

“I ask that you work with funeral directors, who offer such beautiful and professional assistance to the 
deceased and the bereaved, to encourage families to experience the full beauty of our Catholic liturgical 
traditions. These, our friends and colleagues, who work at funeral homes share our calling to help 
families in fragile moments. The vast majority of funeral home personnel are also compassionate 
believers (in many cases Catholics and Christians) who also see their work as a privileged vocation in the 
community. It is vital to develop and nourish a positive and affable relationship with these co-workers. 
We must do our best to explain our Traditions and to develop lines of prompt communication even 
sharing our cell phone numbers with the understanding that they will use private contacts with a 
sensitivity to the busy lives that clergy live today. 
“In the rare event of the funeral Mass being celebrated in a funeral home, the clergy officiant is to notify 
the proper pastor that this will take place. The funeral record is to be entered in the parish journal 
where the funeral home is located and in the funeral record of the priest who is offering the funeral  
Mass. The mere convenience of having everything in one place is not a reason  to forego having the 
funeral Mass in the parish Church. What a wonderful opportunity to explain our faith in our redemption 
won in Christ while also forming or strengthening ties with the local parish community. 
 
“Put another way, let’s consider that the typical deceased Catholics are nearly always baptized in the 
church, celebrates their first Confession in the church, receive their first Holy Communion in the church 
(nearly in the spot where the casket lays), is confirmed with the Holy Chrism in the church, (if married) 
professes their nuptial vows in the church, walks repeatedly the Stations of the Cross in the church, 
kneels and prays before the tabernacle joined by family and parishioners (in good times and bad) in the 
church – and now (confoundingly), their final commendation and Mass of Christian burial is offered in 
the funeral home. Surely, only a serious and exceptional reason could suffice for a reason! 
“Routinely separating the funeral rites from the parish church, deprives the un-churched, disaffected 
Catholics and persons with different faith beliefs from encountering a living community and the 
transcendent symbolism of the house of God. I have witnessed many people return to Mass after the 
death of a loved one because they experienced once again the pull of eternal life, support in grief and 
the need for the grace of the Sacraments. Consider also, that for some people, a Catholic funeral might 
be the only occasion to cross the threshold of a Catholic church. Let’s give God’s holy people the benefit 
of our Catholic traditions. 
“Finally, the graveside service, the last farewell, should be done according to the Order of Christian 
Funerals, adapting the prayers and customs according to the legitimate options offered. Emphasis 
should be placed on the truth that Christ, by His resurrection, has made the grave a sign of hope in our 
own resurrection to eternal life. 
“I praise God frequently that I am able to share ministry with such a zealous fraternity of priests and 
deacons in a most wonderful Diocese. Thank you for your attention to this important part of our priestly 
ministry.” 
“Fraternally in Christ, 
Most Reverend J. Douglas Deshotel, D.D. 
Bishop of Lafayette” 


