
Years ago when I was I the high school seminary in Lafayette, Msgr. Paul Metrejean joined the 
faculty at the end of my sophomore year. He became my mentor and a dear friend even to this 
day. Msgr. Paul told me a story about his early childhood and a profound encounter he once 
had with God. He went into his hometown parish church (St. Landry Church here in Opelousas) 
and knelt before the image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (which is still present in this Church 
today). Msgr. Paul went on to explain that this experience was one of those encounters with 
God that shapes one and forms one. Before the image of Jesus which captures his most tender 
heart, Msgr. Paul told me he experienced a side of God that he has preached all his priesthood: 
God constantly bears His heart to us, begging us to trust that His love for us is boundless and 
eternal. 

What Msgr. Paul experienced in that tender moment of a childhood prayer, St. Paul explains so 
beautifully and poetically: “And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s 
love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our 
worries about tomorrow – not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No 
power in the sky above or in the earth below – indeed nothing in all creations will even be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 

This coming Friday is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Under that title, we are reminded 
of the tenderness of God and a love that was willing to have its heart pierced on our behalf. 
Today, we can throw ourselves into the mercy of God. He will not reject us, but with arms 
outstretched He will take us to Himself and press our heart against His heart and give new life 
to what might be dead and new hope in what might be filled with despair. He has that gift to 
give us now – His love and His mercy.  


